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“If you compare several representative passages of the greatest poetry you see
how great is the variety of types of combination, and also how completely any semiethical criterion of 'sublimity' misses the mark. For it is not the 'greatness,' the
intensity, of the emotions, the components, but the intensity of the artistic process,
the pressure, so to speak, under which the fusion takes place, that counts.”

v T. S. Eliot, "Tradition and the Individual Talent"
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Editors’ Note

We, the executive staff of Criterion, are excited to present the Winter 2021
issue of Criterion to our readers and would like to take this opportunity to
express gratitude to our editing staff, published authors, and contributors.
Criterion: A Journal of Literary Criticism is a student-run journal associated
with the English Department at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah.
As a journal, we give our volunteers hands-on editing, proofreading, and
design experience throughout the publication process. Our editing staff is
composed entirely of student volunteers; without them, publishing quality
articles for our readers would be impossible. Although the social distancing
guidelines in effect at Brigham Young University mandated that we work
together remotely, their diligent efforts and dependability throughout the
extensive editing process allowed us to produce this issue. We are proud to
share this issue with our readers, made possible by their uncompromising
commitment.
The papers in this journal were chosen from dozens of submissions
because of their engaging themes and thought-provoking arguments. Three
of those published (starting on pages 69, 91, and 123 respectively) respond
to a forum prompt written by Nicole Waligora-Davis, a professor in the
Department of English at Rice University, that invited authors to examine
how Black literature addresses the most urgent questions of our time. We
give thanks to all of the authors in this journal, who shared their unique
insights in their articles and allowed us to publish their work. We are
especially grateful for the time they spent revising their papers with our
editors; without their commitment to creating the best possible papers for
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our readers, success would not have been possible. Thanks to their tireless
engagement and valuable ideas, we are able to present a collection of critical
thought ranging from spiritual experiences evoked by World War I poetry to
domestic violence as seen in the works of Shakespeare.
We would also like to thank our faculty advisor, Billy Hall, a professor
in the English Department at Brigham Young University. Without his advice
and guidance, we would not have been able to produce such a quality issue.

Lastly, we express gratitude for Brigham Young University and the BYU
English Department for their continued support of the journal. We sincerely
hope you enjoy this issue of Criterion.

Rachel Teixeira
Ethan McGinty
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